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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  lyti. 

■■  o 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1961. 

The  further  impetus  to  the  rapid  growth  of  New  biggin  Hall  Estate 
together  with  private  building  in  other  parts  of  the  district  increased 
the  population  by  2,570  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  steady  in- 
crease in  population  has  continued  during  the  last  eight  years,  particularly 
in  the  past  two  to  three  years. 

There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the 
Rural  District,  though  the  number  of  still  births  rose  slightly.  An  increase 
of  twenty  took  place  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents  of  the 
district  as  distinct  from  those  in  the  chronic  hospitals.  The  natural 
increase  of  the  population  rose  to  a more  satisfactory  level. 

Unfortunately,  the  considerable  drop  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
which  occurred  in  i960  did  not  continue,  there  being  an  increase  of  three 
in  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  However,  it  is  the  second 
year  in  succession  since  the  death  of  an  infant  from  any  infective  cause 
was  registered. 

In  regard  to  the  individual  causes  of  death  in  residents  of  the  district, 
there  was  an  increase  of  fourteen  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Vascular 
Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  an  increase  of  fifteen  in  those  from 
Coronary  Disease  and  Angina.  Deaths  of  residents  from  malignant 
disease  of  all  sites  showed  the  noteworthy  decline  of  thirteen  on  the  total 
for  i960.  Those  from  malignant  disease  of  the  stomach  dropped  by  eight, 
of  the  breast  by  three,  and  those  in  the  classification  of  “ other  sites  ” by 
five.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of 
the  lungs  and  bronchi  which  has  been  noted  during  the  last  four  years, 
continued  however,  eleven  deaths  being  registered  compared  with  nine 
in  i960  and  one  in  1959.  Deaths  of  residents  from  respiratory  diseases 
generally  also  showed  a marked  increase  of  thirteen,  the  rise  being  both 
in  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  from  bronchitis. 

Little  change  occurred  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  accidents. 
There  were  three  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  three  home  accidents  of 
residents  compared  with  two  in  each  category  in  i960.  There  were  a 
number  of  fatal  accidents  in  the  chronic  hospitals  from  falls  of  elderly 
persons  already  suffering  from  other  diseases.  A more  satisfactory  feature 
of  the  vital  statistics  was  the  drop  in  the  number  of  suicides  to  two  from 
five  in  both  1959  and  i960. 

No  death  of  a resident  from  tuberculosis  occurred  in  the  course  of 
the  year  as  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  one  death  from  I’ulmonar\- 
Tuberculosis  in  the  Thomas  Taylor  Homes.  An  unwelcome  increase  took 
place  in  the  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  thirteen  notifications 
from  three  in  i960,  six  in  1959  and  eight  in  1958-  Three  of  these  primary 
notifications  were  from  the  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate.  The  increase  in 
primary  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  1961  was  entirely 
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males  especially  in  the  45/55  years  age  group.  The  influx  of  inward 
transfers  of  Tuberculosis  to  the  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate  abated  consider- 
ably, there  being  only  eight  compared  with  thirty  seven  in  i960. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  extremely  high,  a total  of 
735  notifications  being  received  in  the  year  compared  with  40  in  i960. 
This  large  increase  was  entirely  due  to  an  outbreak  of  measles  which 
commenced  in  the  east  and  central  parts  of  the  Rural  District  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  and  spread  throughout  the  district  in  the 
subsequent  months,  eventually  dying  out  in  August.  It  now  seems 
likely  that  there  is  future  prospect  of  protection  against  measles  and 
this  would  be  a very  great  benefit  in  decreasing  these  biennial  outbreaks 
which  occur  so  regularly.  The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  dropped  to  a 
very  low  level,  two  cases  only  being  notified  as  also  did  that  of  whooping 
cough  to  only  four  cases.  No  notification  of  food  poisoning,  poliomyelitis 
or  diphtheria  was  received  in  the  year.  Notifications  of  primary  pneu- 
monia, however  increased  ; to  seven  from  three  in  19^0,  January  being 
the  peak  month. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
.Assistance  Act,  though  one  elderly  lady  had  to  be  kept  under  close 
supervision. 

Continued  steady  progress  was  made  in  raising  the  standard  of 
housing  in  the  Rural  District  and  the  result  of  the  further  survey  of  all 
houses  will  be  intere.sting  when  completed.  Housing  developments  at 
Newbiggin  Hall  Estate  continued  at  a good  rate  during  the  year  and 
previous  efforts  to  introduce  newcomers  to  the  facilities  of  a three  tier 
system  of  Local  Government  were  continued. 

Within  a very  short  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  Noise  Abatement 
Act  of  i960,  detailed  investigation  into  two  alleged  noise  nuisances  were 
made  by  officers  of  the  Department  entailing  over  100  visits.  Throughout 
the  year  the  Department  continued  to  be  very  busy  with  the  many  and 
increasingly  varied  duties  evolving  on  it. 

May  I express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  active  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  and  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co- 
operation. My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Strachan,  C.P.H.I.,  for  his  continued 
high  standard  of  work  and  efficiency  and  to  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Hardy, 
the  Additional  Inspectors  and  to  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Department. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


POPULATION 

The  Rural  District  is  a large  one,  comprising  82,846  acres  covering 
r30  square  miles.  There  are  seven  centres  of  population,  the  district  being 
more  rural  on  the  north  and  west  and  urbanised  on  the  south  and  east. 
On  the  east  side  there  are  the  residential  districts  of  Melton  Park  and 
Brunton  Park,  North  Gosforth,  and  on  the  south,  Ponteland,  Darras  Hall 
and  the  new  estate  of  Newbiggin  Hall.  The  latter  estate  accommodates 
some  of  the  overspill  population  of  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  and  had,  at  the  end  of  1961,  reached  a total  of  1,000  houses. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  figure  was 
25,330,  an  increase  of  2,570  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  population 
of  the  Rural  District  has  steadily  increased  during  the  last  eight  years 
as  the  development  of  the  Brunton  Park,  Melton  Park  and  Darras  Hall 
estates  have  proceeded.  Since  i960  the  increase  of  population  has  re- 
ceived a further  impetus  in  the  development  of  the  Newbiggin  Hall 
Estate. 


BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  births  in  the  year  was  420  {213  male,  207  fe- 
male) an  increase  of  50  on  the  births  for  the  previous  year  which  totalled 
370  (177  male,  193  female).  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  6 in 
1961,  4 in  i960  and  7 in  1959. 

The  birth  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  for  the  Rural 
District  was  15.86  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  17.4  per  1,000 
population.  The  rate  this  year  was  slightly  lower  than  in  the  previous 
year,  but  was  at  a more  usual  level  for  this  district  i.e.  slightly  lower 
than  the  national  rate. 

The  number  of  still  births  increased  to  a total  of  ten,  compared  with 
eight  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  23.2  and 
that  for  the  country  generally  was  18.7  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  similar  in  both  years  being  438 
(186  male,  252  female)  in  1961  and  439  (224  male,  215  female)  in  i960. 
There  was  thus  a decrease  of  38  male  and  an  increase  of  37  female  deaths 
in  the  figures  for  1961  as  against  those  for  i960. 

Deaths  in  hospitals  for  the  chronic  sick  such  as  the  Thomas]|Taylor 
Homes  and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington  and  the  Ponteland  Hos- 
pital are  accredited  to  this  district  in  the  case  of  long  term  residents  i.e. 
those  living  in  the  institution  longer  than  six  months.  In  1961  there  were 
230  deaths  in  the  chronic  hospitals  and  institutions  which  were  included 
in  the  total  number  of  deaths.  On  exclusion  of  these,  the  total  number 
of  deaths  of  residents  was  208,  compared  with  188,  in  i960. 

The  death  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  is  comparable 
with  the  rates  throughout  the  country,  being  11.69  as  against  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  which  was  12.0  per  1,000  population.  The  rates 
in  i960  were  11.3  for  the  Rural  District  and  IT.5  for  the  countr>- 
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NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  residents  (after  deduction  ui 
long  term  residents  in  hospitals)  was  212  compared  with  183  in  19^0 
and  187  in  1959- 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Seven  deaths  (6  male,  i female)  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 
registered,  an  increase  of  three  on  the  previous  year  when  lour  deaths 
' were  registered.  There  were  six  in  1959  and  seven  in  1958.  All  seven 
deaths  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life,  indeed,  six  occurred  in  the 
first  24  hours  and  one  after  three  days  of  life.  Five  had  prematurity  as 
the  cause  of  death  ; one  was  due  to  peri -natal  causes  and  another  was  a 
newly  born  child  found  abondoned  on  spare  ground,  the  cause  of  death 
being  atelectasis.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  was  no  death  from  an 
infective  cause  for  the  second  successive  year.  The  use  of  the  antibiotics 
and  sulpha  drugs  has  practically  eliminated  infection  as  a cause  of  infant 
death.  When  one  compares  the  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  even  four  to 
five  years  ago,  this  factor  becomes  even  more  significant. 

The  hard  core  of  ante  and  peri -natal  causes  still  remains  however 
and  further  effort  is  required  to  attack  this  and  reach  further  improvement. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Rural  District  was  16.67  per  1,000 
live  births  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4-  In  i9f^n,  the  rate  for 
this  district  was  10.8,  being  half  that  of  the  national  rate  of  21.7  and  the 
lowest  recorded  for  the  district  since  1944- 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  was,  unfortunately,  one  death  due  to  pregnancy  and  child- 
birth, the  cause  being  self  induced  abortion.  For  the  previous  three  years 
there  had  been  no  death  attributable  to  these  causes,  flic  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  the  country  in  1961  was  0.33  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births. 


INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

After  exclusion  of  deaths  in  the  chronic  institutions,  deaths  of 
residents  of  the  district  from  Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  increased 
from  21  in  i960  to  35  in  1961.  Grouping  the  four  classifications  of  Heart 
and  Circulatory  Diseases  together,  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  16 1 
compared  with  163  in  i960  ; 76  of  the  deaths  in  1961  occurred  in  the 
chronic  hospitals  and  85  were  of  residents  of  the  district,  an  increase  of 
six  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  There  was  a marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  from  Coronary  Disease,  Angina,  from 
28  in  i960  to  43  in  1961  ; an  increase  of  15.  In  the  classification  of  “ Other 
Heart  Disease  ”,  there  was  a decrease  of  19  on  the  number  of  deaths  for 
the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  all  types  numbered  37  (of  which 
7 were  in  the  chronic  hospitals)  compared  with  a total  of  49  (of  which  (> 
were  in  the  chronic  hospitals)  the  previous  year,  giving  a total  of  38, 
deaths  of  residents  in  this  classification  in  1961  compared  with  43  in  1960. 

Those  from  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  the  Stomach,  which  had  doubled 
in  number  in  i960,  decreased  from  thirteen  to  five  in  1961.  Deaths  from 
Malignant  Neoplasm  of  the  Breast  decreased  by  three  and  those  from 
” Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ” decreased  by  five.  Deaths 
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Irom  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  the  Lungs  and  Bronchi,  however,  increased 
to  II  from  9 in  i960  and  i in  1959  ; of  these  deaths  7 were  male  and  4 
female.  Five  deaths  were  of  persons  between  60  and  65  years  of  age  ; two 
were  between  80  and  92  and  four  were  between  37  and  54  years  of  age. 
Three  deaths  were  of  persons  with  a previous  history  of  other  lung 
diseases,  four  worked  in  heavy  industry,  five  were  moderate  to  heavy 
smokers  and  one  was  a pipe  smoker.  No  death  from  Leukaemia  was 
registered  ; two  occurred  in  i960. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory 
diseases  generally  to  a total  of  45  from  26  the  previous  year  ; 23  were 
deaths  of  residents  in  the  chronic  hospitals  compared  with  17  in  i960. 
There  was  an  increase  of  13  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents,  those 
from  Pneumonia  increasing  by  7,  those  from  Bronchitis  by  5 and  from 
other  respiratory  diseases  by  i. 

One  death  of  a resident  from  Influenza  was  registered  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  which  had  decreased  to  two 
in  i960  unfortunately  rose  to  four.  In  1959,  five  deaths  from  motor 
vehicle  accidents  had  been  registered,  the  highest  for  some  years.  In 
1961,  one  fatal  accident  was  of  a female  of  57  years  who  was  run  down 
by  a van.  This  was  the  only  pedestrian  accident.  The  other  three  fatal 
accidents  were  of  two  drivers  of  motor  vehicles  and  the  third  was  a 
passenger. 

Deaths  classified  as  from  all  other  accidents  number  ten  (7  male, 
3 female)  compared  with  eight  (5  male,  3 female)  in  i960.  Seven  deaths 
occurred  in  the  chronic  hospitals  (5  male,  2 female)  and  were  mainly  due 
to  falls  of  elderly  people  already  suffering  from  chronic  diseases  and  one 
was  due  to  severe  burns  of  an  elderly  person.  The  deaths  of  residents  in 
this  classification  included  one  case  of  accidental  death  from  carbon 
monoxide  poisoning  in  a caravan,  one  from  misadventure  (inquest  held) 
and  the  other  was  that  of  a newly  born  baby  found  abandoned. 

A decidedly  welcome  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  this  year  was  the 
marked  drop  in  the  number  of  suicides  to  two  from  five  in  each  of  the 
previous  two  years. 


II.— TUBERCULOSIS 

One  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  registered  in  the  year, 
a male  of  74  years  living  at  the  Thomas  Taylor  Homes,  Stannington. 
There  was  no  death  of  a resident  of  the  district  from  Pulmonary  Tuberc- 
ulosis and  none  from  the  Non-Pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  0.065  per 
1,000  population  and  that  for  the  district  was  0.039  per  1,000  population. 

A considerable  increase  took  place  in  the  number  of  Primary  Notifi- 
cations of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  a total  of  13  compared  with  3 in 
i960  and  6 in  1959-  The  cases  in  1961  were  all  of  residents,  3 being  from 
the  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate.  A significant  feature  was  6 male  notifications 
in  the  45  - 55  years  age  group.  This  conforms  with  the  recent  trend  of 
notifications  in  the  older  groups  towards  being  more  numerous  than  in 
the  younger  ones.  The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  in  females  remained  at  3 in  both  years.  As  in  i960  there 
were  2 notifications,  i male,  i female  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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It  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  number  of  inward 
transfers  of  Tuberculosis  had,  that  year,  increased  considerably,  no  less 
than  37  cases  being  transferred  from  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  to  the  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate.  In  1961  there  were  8 (7  Pul- 
monary and  I Non -Pulmonary),  such  transfers  making  a total  of  45  in 
the  two  years.  Altogether  there  were  15  inward  transfers  to  the  district 
in  1961,  making  a total  of  126  cases  of  Tuberculosis  having  been  inwardly 
transferred  to  the  district  since  1952,  mainly  to  the  new  housing  estates. 

Close  co-operation  with  the  Chest  Physicians  regarding  housing 
needs  of  patients  and  with  the  After  Care  Sub -Committees  of  Gosforth 
and  Castle  Ward  was  continued  as  in  former  years.  There  is  a strong  link 
between  these  services  dealing  with  the  care  of  Tuberculosis  patients. 
Patients  from  the  Rural  District  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  either  at  New 
Bridge  Street,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  or  at  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  under  the  care  of  the  Senior  Chest  Physician.  Admission  to  sana- 
torium or  hospital  when  required  is  almost  immediate. 

Surveillance  of  family  contacts  is  undertaken  by  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  given  to  children  at  risk  either  at  the  clinic  or 
school  with  the  consent  of  the  parents.  Home  visiting  is  done  when 
required  by  the  Health  Visitors.  As  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years, 
particular  attention  was  paid  by  the  Council  to  the  housing  needs  of 
Tuberculosis  patients  and  their  families. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  mobile  unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  visited  the  district  in  the  late  summer. 

The  unit  was  sited  : — at  Dinnington  on  the  4th  August,  when  45 
people,  of  whom  one  was  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  attended,  at  Ponte - 
land  on  the  8th  and  9th  August  when  94  persons,  of  whom  one  was 
referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  attended  and  Hazlerigg  on  the  loth  August, 
when  81  people,  two  of  whom  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  attended. 
The  low  attendance  at  these  sessions  was  somewhat  disappointing  and 
was  probably  due  to  the  time  of  year  when  the  unit  visited  the  district. 

The  unit  previously  visited  the  district  in  May  and  June  i960  when 
303  persons  attended.  These  particulars  are  kindly  supplied  bv  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Unit. 
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WH00PIN6  COUCH  PROPHYLAXIS  • 
WHOOPING  COUGH  NOTIFICATIONS 
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III.— GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 

There  were  735  notihcations  of  infectious  diseases  compared  with  40 
in  i960  and  304  in  1959.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  notihcations  was 
entirely  due  to  an  outbreak  of  measles,  715  cases  being  notihcations  of 
measles  and  20  of  other  diseases. 

MEASLES 

An  increase  in  the  incidence  of  measles  was  expected  this  year  as  the 
pattern  of  biennial  increase  has  been  very  faithfully  followed  in  recent 
years  as  the  young  susceptible  childien  become  at  risk.  This  did  occur 
and  there  was  a very  considerable  outbreak  in  1961.  The  hrst  cases  com- 
menced in  January.  The  highest  peak  of  incidence  was  during  the  months 
of  February  and  March  when  145  and  182  cases  respectively,  were  noti- 
hed.  This  peak  occurred  in  the  more  densely  populated  eastern  and  central 
parts  of  the  district  and  spread  westwards  in  the  ensuing  months  to  the 
more  rural  areas.  There  was  a secondary  rise  in  June  when  146  cases  were 
notihed.  The  disease  died  out  in  August  and  from  then  till  the  end  of 
the  year  no  case  of  measles  was  notihed.  In  i960,  12  cases  only  were  noti 
hed  and  in  1959,  there  were  277  notihcations  of  the  disease. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

The  trend  of  recent  years  persisted,  there  being  a further  decrease 
in  notihcations  to  two  only  compared  with  hve  in  i960  and  nine  in  1959. 
I'lie  two  cases  were  both  of  a mild  type. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  was  a continuation  of  the  low  incidence  of  recent  years,  a 
total  of  four  cases  only  being  notihed  throughout  the  year.  In  i960, 
twelve  notihcations  of  whooping  cough  were  received,  ten  in  1959  and 
thirty-two  in  1958.  The  graph  showing  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough 
during  the  last  ten  years  compared  ivith  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
each  year  against  the  disease  has  been  extended  and  shows  a most  dramatic 
fall  in  the  number  of  notihcations  coincident  with  the  number  of  children 
protected  against  the  disease  each  year. 

DYSENTERY 

The  year  was  clear  of  notihcations  of  this  disease  until  November 
when  six  notihcations  were  received.  These  occurred  in  two  families  at 
Ouston.  Treatment  was  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Station  and 
contacts  kept  under  surveillance  until  clear.  No  further  cases  occurred. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  has  been  no  notiheation  of  a case  of  food  poisoning  in  the 
Rural  District  since  1956.  A case  of  Salmonellosis  found  to  be  due  to 
Salmonella  Manhattan  occurred  in  June.  The  patient  was  admitted  to 
the  Walker  Gate  Hospital,  recovered  clinically  and  was  discharged  home 
after  three  weeks.  The  stools  however,  remained  positive  and  took  some 
time  to  clear.  No  positive  link  with  food  could  be  established.  The  Depart- 
ment was  in  communication  with  the  Iffiblic  Health  Laboratory  at  Colin - 
dale  in  this  connection,  as  the  organism  isolated  was  of  an  uncommon 
type. 


PRIMARY  PNEUMONIA  AND  INFLUENZA 

The  number  of  notifications  of  primary  and  virus  pneumonia  rose  to 
seven  from  three  in  i960.  Three  of  the  notifications  occurred  in  January 
during  severe  weather.  The  General  Practitioners  of  the  district  in  con- 
junction with  this  Department  continued,  as  for  many  years  past,  to 
keep  close  watch  on  the  prevalence  of  influenza  in  the  district  as  distinct 
horn  the  common  cold  and  its  complications. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  DIPHTHERIA 

There  has  been  no  notified  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  in  the  district 
since  1955,  nor  were  there  any  known  contacts  during  the  year.  There 
has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  for  very  many  years. 

IV.— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 

Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead  — Section  50. 

Formal  action  was  necessary  to  bur}^  the  body  of  a newly  born  male 
child  who  was  found  lying  by  the  roadside.  The  body  was  buried  in 
■North  Gosforth  Cemetery  on  the  20th  October. 

Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need 
of  Care  and  Attention  — Section  47 

Between  January  and  March,  1961,  twent}^  visits  were  made  to  an 
elderly  lady  living  alone  at  Belsay.  For  some  months  she  managed  to  live 
at  home  under  the  care  of  her  own  Doctor,  with  the  part  time  services  of 
two  home  helps  working  in  rotation,  augmented  by  the  District  Xurse 
and  Health  Visitor  and  with  occasional  visits  from  an  Officer  of  this 
Department.  Her  condition  deteriorated  and  eventually  she  was  removed 
to  hospital  where  she  died  on  the  26th  July,  1961. 


V.— HOUSING 

The  position  of  housing  throughout  the  district  as  a whole  can  be 
said  to  be  fairly  satisfactory,  but  there  still  exist  many  houses  without 
bathrooms  and  hot  water  systems.  The  Council’s  policy  in  operating  the 
requirements  of  the  Housing  Act  1949/52/61,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  1954,  Rent  Act  1957.  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958  con 
tinned  to  make  reasonable  progress.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  since  the 
introduction  of  the  scheme  no  less  than  365  houses  have  been  improved 
and  raised  to  Council  house  standard.  Action  continued  to  be  taken  on 
houses  not  conforming  to  the  standard  of  fitness  as  laid  down  in  Section 
4 of  the  Housing  Act  1957  and  in  this  respect  “ Official  Representation  ” 
was  made  in  connection  with  ten  houses. 

A further  survey  of  all  houses  in  the  district  is  being  carried  out  and 
it  is  possible  that  houses  previously  placed  in  Category  3 will  have  fallen 
into  Category  4 and  will  then  become  the  subject  for  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts.  There  were  no  instances  where  statutory  overcrowding 
was  found. 
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The  provision  of  suitable  housing  for  retired  and  aged  people  con- 
tinues to  present  a challenge  to  local  authorities.  The  demand  for  this 
type  of  dwelling  appears  to  increase  every  year.  As  I have  said  in  previous 
reports  the  provision  of  such  accommodation  is  of  paramount  importance 
from  both  a social  and  environmental  point  of  view.  It  is  noted  that  at 
present  approximately  one  house  in  every  ten  owned  by  the  Council  is 
an  old  person’s  bungalow. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  period  under  review  the  City 
and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  erected  a further  340  houses  at  New 
biggin  Hall  Estate  for  the  over.spill  of  their  population.  This  makes  a 
total  of  916  dwellings  erected  to  date  at  Ncwbiggin  Hall  Estate. 

At  the  request  of  the  Hou.sing  Committee,  16  applicants  for 
re-housing  on  medical  grounds  were  visited  and  their  housing  conditions 
investigated.  A report  and  recommendation  was  made  to  the  Committee 
in  each  case. 


VI.— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Details  of  inspection  of  food  premises  in  the  district  numbering  147 
are  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  The 
regular  inspection  of  all  food  establishments  and  the  co-operation  of  food 
handlers  and  owners  of  businesses  have  resulted  in  maintaining  an 
acceptable  standard  of  hygiene. 

No  notifiable  illness  among  residents  in  the  district  was  traced  to 
any  of  the  food  or  catering  premises  and  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

During  the  year  36  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  and  the  sole  manufacturer  of 
ice  cream  in  the  district  was  regularly  visited.  A satisfactory  standard  of 
hygiene  has  been  maintained. 


VII.— WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  is  the  Official  Water 
Undertaker  to  the  Council.  Their  water  mains  are  situated  to  enable  anv 
properties  situated  in  the  130  square  miles  which  comprises  the  district 
to  be  supplied  with  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  service.  There  are 
still  two  private  water  services  in  operation,  a reduction  of  one  since  i960. 
These  two  remaining  services  will  no  doubt  in  time  be  discontinued  as 
has  happened  in  the  third  case  previously  mentioned,  because  the  co.st 
of  the  renewal  of  water  pipes  makes  a private  scheme  an  uneconomical 
])ropo.sition.  (See  Water  Sampling  in  sanitary  .section  of  the  report). 


VIII.— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

As  I have  mentioned  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  the  problem  of 
atmospheric  pollution  does  not  affect  the  Rural  District  to  anything  like 
the  extent  experienced  in  the  more  urbanised  and  industrial  centres. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  at  Brun.swick  Village  where  the 
pit  has  been  closed  and  the  spoil  bank  disused. 
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The  continued  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  in  this  village  as  shown 
by  the  Deposit  Guage  emphasizes  the  point  made  during  the  investigation 
of  atmospheric  pollution  at  Brunsw^ick  Village  in  i955,  when  it  was 
established  that  the  greater  part  ot  the  pollution  was  due  to  industries 
outside  the  boundaries  of  the  district  and  to  domestic  smoke. 

The  formation  of  smoke  control  areas  is  the  obvious  answer  to 
cleaner  air,  and  in  this  connection  consideration  is  being  given  tow'ards 
the  formation  of  such  an  area  in  part  of  the  Rural  District. 

IX.— WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

The  Castle  Ward  Rural  District  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
has  undertaken  the  task  of  compiling  a Register,  Parish  by  Parish,  of  all 
old  people  in  the  district,  with  the  idea  of  providing  help  where  it  is 
most  needed. 

The  chiropody  service  for  old  people,  which  now  receives  financial 
assistance  from  the  Northumberland  County  Council  operated  steadily 
throughout  the  year,  and  chiropody  sessions  at  the  clinics  were  well 
attended.  Domiciliary  visits  were  arranged  as  required. 

There  are  six  “ Over  Sixty  ” Clubs  which  are  situated  at  Brunswick, 
Dinnington,  Hazlerigg,  Heddon,  Ponteland  and  Stamfordham.  The 
Northumberland  Rural  Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee 
through  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Trotter  and  Organiser,  Miss  Thompson, 
continue  to  give  guidance  and  help  to  all  Organisations  concerning  old 
people  in  the  district. 

The  Ponteland  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  has  organised  a visiting 
scheme  for  the  old  people.  It  has  been  found  from  experience  that  some  old 
people  do  not  welcome  visits,  but  where  a case  for  attention  comes  to 
the  notice  of  the  visiting  group,  arrangements  are  made  to  call. 


X.— HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Talks  have  been  given  to  various  Organisations  on  matters  relating 
to  food  hygiene,  food  poisoning  and  accidents  in  the  home  by  members 
of  the  staff  of  the  Department. 

Posters  on  matters  appertaining  to  personal  hygiene  were  freely 
distributed  and  I am  pleased  to  say,  prominently  displayed,  in  all  food 
premises  and  premises  where  food  is  sold  throughout  the  district.  The 
Council  incorporates  Home  Safety  with  their  Road  Safety  Committee. 


XL— NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Details  under  this  heading  are  included  in  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  report. 


MORTUARY  SERVICE 

A mortuary  at  Gosforth  serves  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Rural  District  and  another,  at  Newdmrn,  the  southern  and  w'estem  parts. 
Both  mortuaries  are  (ff  up-to-date  design,  and  financial  arrangemenst 
for  their  use  have  been  made  with  th('  respective  Councils. 
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XII.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  details  under  this  section  have  been  supplied  in  the  report  of 
Air.  E.  W.  Strachan,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  HOSPITALS  UNDER  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE 
REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

(i)  Neurosis  and  Rehabilitation  Hospital,  Birncy  Hill. 

(ii)  Burnholme,  Stannington,  attached  to  the  Northgate  Hospital, 
Alorpeth. 

(iii)  The  Ponteland  Hospital. 

(iv)  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington  (treatment  of  mental 
disorders) . 

(v)  The  Stannington  Children’s  Hospital,  Stannington. 


(b)  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOMES 

(i)  The  Mona  Taylor  Maternity  Home,  Stannington  (Northum 
berland  County  Council). 

(ii)  The  Thomas  Taylor  Homes,  Stannington  (aged  people) 
(Northumberland  County  Council)  (Part  HI  Accommodation). 

(c)  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Services  3,  4,  5 and  6 and  the  care  of  the  buildings  under  service  2 
are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub -Committee  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 


1.  DOMICILIARY  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY 

There  are  six  nurse/midwives  practising  in  the  district  and  two 
more  share  the  Stamfordham  district. 

(1)  Nurse  Simpson,  4 Cheviot  View,  Brunswick  Village. 

Telephone  : Wideopen  3151. 

(2)  Nurse  Cockburn,  49  Western  Way,  Darras  Hall. 

(Dinnington  Village  area).  Telephone  ; Ponteland  2<m)o 

(3)  Nurse  Brown,  5 The  Green,  Ponteland. 

Telephone  : Ponteland  2324. 

(4)  Nurse  Learney,  Wooler  Cottage,  Stannington. 

Telephone  : Stannington  242. 

(5)  Nurse  Edmondson,  33  The  Fairway,  Brunton  Park. 

Telephone  ; Wideopen  3224. 

Nurse  Cornfoot,  Two  Trees,  Scotsgap  and  Nurse  Gill,  The 
Willows,  Corbridge,  together  with  Nurse  Waugh,  Alemorial 
Cottage,  Stocksfield,  and  Nuise  Brown  share  Stamfordham 
District.  Telephone  : Corbridge  90. 

(6)  Nurse  Turnbull,  31  Aquila  Drive,  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

Mr.  A.  Wood  of  57  Halton  Drive,  Woodlands  Park  North,  telephone; 
Wideopen  2484,  a male  nurse,  is  on  the  County  staff. 
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2.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

There  are  nine  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  situated  in  the 
Rural  District,  one  at  each  of  the  following  places  : — 

Dinnington  Village,  Brunswick  Village,  Brunton  Park,  Hazlerigg, 

Ponteland,  Stamfordham,  Stannington  Settlement,  Heddon-on- 

the-Wall  and  Ouston. 

A new  clinic  at  Brunton  Park  was  erected  during  the  year  and  the 
building  was  completed  by  the  end  of  December,  1961.  On  the  14th  Sept- 
ember, 1961  the  clinic  at  the  Miners’  Welfare  Hall  at  Brunswick  Village 
was  transferred  to  the  “ Ca  Canny  Inn  ” in  the  same  village  and  the 
clinic  at  Ponteland  was  transferied  to  the  Methodist  Hall. 

Regular  sessions  continued  to  be  held  for  the  care  of  babies  and 
children  up  to  5 years  of  age,  for  expectant  mothers  including  relaxation 
classes  and  in  connection  with  immunisation  and  for  other  special  purposes. 


3.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  depot  at  Wideopen,  which  is  the  largest  in  the 
county,  covers  the  eastern  parts  of  the  Castle  Ward  Rural  District  and 
Gosforth  and  Longbenton  Urban  Districts.  Messages  from  the  whole  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  county  are  leceived  at  this  depot  from  4 p.m.  to 
8 a.m.  on  weekdays  and  from  12  noon  on  Saturdays  to  8 a.m.  on  Mondays, 
and  then  relayed  to  the  respective  stations.  The  southern  and  western 
parts  of  the  Rural  District  are  covered  by  ambulances  of  the  Throckley 
depot  and  the  northern  part  by  ambulances  of  the  Morpeth  depot. 

In  1961,  three  motor  mechanics,  one  of  whom  was  appointed  Charge 
hand,  were  employed  at  the  depot  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the 
ambulances  of  the  Wideopen  depot  and  some  other  stations. 


4.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  continued  steadily  during  the 
year,  injections  being  given  either  at  the  schools  or  clinics  or  by  the 
General  Practitioners  of  the  district. 

A total  of  446  (435)  primary  injections  were  given  including  413 
(387)  children  of  o — 4 years  and  31  (48)  children  5 — 15  years  and  in 
addition  304  (449)  reinforcing  injections  were  given.  The  figures  in 
brackets  indicate  those  for  the  previous  year. 

The  Immunity  Index,  which  had  been  in  force  since  i95i.  this 
year  discontinued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Figures  for  the  Rural 
District  for  children  immunised  during  the  year  continued  to  keep  up  to 
a reasonable  level.  In  the  County  of  Northumberland  up  to  31st  Dcccm 
ber,  1961,  73%  of  all  children  aged  0 — 4 years  and  53%  of  children  aged 
o _1  14  years  had  been  immunised  compared  with  65%  aged  o — 4 years 
and  52%  of  children  aged  o — 14  years  for  the  country'  generally. 

Northumberland  was  the  fifth  best  county  in  the  country. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS  PROPHYLAXIS 

421  children  up  to  14  years  of  age  of  whom  364  were  under  one  year 
received  protection  against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  by  means  of  the 
triple  antigen  of  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus.  In  i960  374 
children,  of  whom  332  were  under  one  year,  received  protection  against 
whooping  cough  and  316  against  tetanus. 

It  is  increasingly  becoming  a matter  of  routine  among  young  parents 
for  their  children  to  receive  injections  of  the  triple  antigen  during  their 
first  year  and  refresher  doses  later  at  appropriate  times. 

The  percentage  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  protected  against 
whooping  cough  in  the  County  of  Northumberland  in  1961  was  <S5«f, 
compared  with  the  national  figure  of  6g%  ; the  County  have  fhc  thirrl 
highest  percentage  in  the  country. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

In  the  South  Area  of  Northumberland  up  to  31st  December,  1961, 
23,581  children  aged  6 months  to  15  years,  1,634  expectant  mothers,  816 
in  other  groups  including  General  Practitioners,  Ambulance  Drivers  and 
some  hospital  staff,  3,924  young  persons  15  — 26  years  of  age,  3,410 
others  26  — 40  years  had  received  two  injections,  a total  of  33,365  persons 
vaccinated.  In  addition  26,909  third  injections  had  been  given  and  7,661 
fourth  injections.  The  total  number  of  injections  given  was  101,300. 

At  the  31st  December,  1961,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland. 
87%  of  persons  under  19  years  of  age  had  been  vaccinated  against  polio- 
myelitis, compared  with  82%  for  the  country  generally.  Northumberland 
being  the  5th  best  county  in  the  country  in  this  respect. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  vaccinations  against 
smallpox  to  217,  from  273  the  previous  year.  There  were  40  re-vaccin- 
ations in  1961  and  50  in  i960.  In  the  County  of  Northumberland,  41% 
of  children  under  i year  of  age  had  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox  at 
the  31st  December  and  40%  of  children  under  i year  for  the  country 
generally.  These  percentages  are  small  and  although  continued  effort  is 
made  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the  General  Practitioners  to 
improve  these  figures,  further  impetus  is  required. 


5.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

129  patients  (121)  in  the  Rural  District  received  the  services  of  a 
home  help  for  varying  periods.  The  cases  were  85  (75)  aged  and  infirm 
people,  28  (28)  confinements,  12  (13)  acute  illness,  3 (4)  blind  persons  and 
I (i)  tuberculosis. 

The  rise  in  the  number  of  confinements  which  was  noted  in  i960, 
continued  this  year  and  the  number  of  elderly  people  and  elderly  and 
infirm  patients  increased  to  85  from  75  in  i960  and  58  in  1959. 

It  has  been  mentioned  many  times  before  in  previous  reports  that 
th(‘  service  is  of  invaluable  help  in  the  case  of  old  people  living  alone  ; 
in  manv  eases  it  helps  them  to  carry  on  living  at  home  to  the  end 


6.  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  other  chest  and  cardiac 
diseases  received  aid  as  in  former  years  in  the  form  of  milk,  clothing  and 
travelling  expenses  of  lelatives  to  hospital  as  necessary  from  the  Gosforth 
and  Castle  Ward  After  Care  Committee.  The  functions  of  this  Com- 
mittee are  especially  valuable,  in  that  aid,  in  the  form  of  comforts  which 
would  not  be  obtainable  from  any  official  source  can  be  provided  in 
suitable  cases. 

7.  NURSING  CARE  COMMITTEES 

There  are  three  Nursing  Care  Committees  in  the  Rural  District. 
Blagdon  (Stannington),  Ponteland  and  Stamfordham.  Their  screices  are 
not  often  called  on,  but  are  there  should  the  occasion  arise.  The  Gosforth 
and  Castle  Ward  After  Care  Sub -Committee  look  after  the  Dinnington 
district.  Specialised  and  larger  articles  of  nursing  equipment  are  supplied 
by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub -Committee  and  the  District  Nurses  hold 
a stock  of  the  smaller  items. 

CHIROPODY 

A chiropody  service  for  the  handicapped  and  for  expectant  mothers 
was  commenced  throughout  the  administrative  county  in  July,  i960 
and  is  also  available  to  the  elderly  in  districts  where  facilities  are  not 
provided  by  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees.  Domiciliary  visits  can 
be  arranged  and  appointments  can  be  made  through  the  health  visitors. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Particulars  of  District  : 

Area  in  acres  . . 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 
Number  of  habitable  houses 
Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 
Rateable  value 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : 

Live  Births  (leg.) 

Live  Births  (illeg.) 

Still  Births 
Deaths 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Still  births  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  . . 

Death  rate 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  : 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

De.ath  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  : 

All  infants  per  i.ooo  live  births 


82,846 

25.330 

7.751 

£L390 

£33^.793 


Males 

Females 

Total 

211 

203 

414 

2 

4 

6 

5 

5 

10 

t86 

252 

438 

15.86 

23.2 

11-75 


0.33 


16.6'' 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  CASTLE  WARD  AREA  IN  1961 


Institutional 

ALL  CAUSES  Males  Females  Totals  Deaths 


I. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

I 

— 

— 

1(1) 

2. 

Tuberculosis  Other 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

3- 

Syphilitic  Disease . . 

2 

— 

2 

(-) 

4- 

Diphtheria . . 

— ■ 

— 

— 

(-) 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

9. 

Other  infectious  and  Parasytic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

lO. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach . . 

r 

4 

5 

(0 

II. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung  bronchus.  . 

7 

4 

1 1 

(-) 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

2 

2 

(1) 

13- 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus  . . 

— 

2 

2 

(-) 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neo- 
plasms 

8 

9 

17 

(5) 

^5- 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

(— ) 

16. 

Diabetes 

r 

I 

2 

(—) 

17- 

Vascular  Lesions  . . 

44 

97 

141 

(io6) 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

28 

21 

49 

(6) 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

I 

7 

8 

(5) 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

33 

49 

82 

(59) 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

5 

17 

I 

22 

(6) 

22. 

Influenza  . . 

1 

(— ) 

-23- 

Pneumonia 

15 

10 

^5 

(m) 

24. 

Bronchitis 

13 

4 

n 

(9) 

^5- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

— 

3 

(-) 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

2 

4 

i~) 

(-) 

(>) 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

2 

— 

2 

(~) 

30- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

I 

1 

(-) 

31- 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

— 

— 

(-) 

(7) 

3^. 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases  . . 

8 

'4 

2 2 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

2 

2 

4 

(^) 

34- 

All  other  accidents 

7 

3 

ro 

(7) 

35- 

Suicide 

I 

I 

2 

(-) 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  (per  1,000  Population). 

Births  Deaths 


Castle 

England 

Castle 

England 

Ward 

& Wales 

Ward 

& Wales 

1930  • • 

. . 14.2 

i5-5 

8.8 

12.1 

1940  . . 

..  13. 1 

I5-I 

8.3 

14-3 

1941  . . 

• • 13-0 

15-7 

....  19.0 

1 1.6 

1942  . • 

••  15-9 

16.3 

....  10. 1 

1 1.6 

1943  • • 

• • 15-7 

17.0 

9-3 

12. 1 

1944  . . 

••  17-5 

18.1 

....  12.6 

1 1.6 

1945  • • 

..  14.9 

16.5 

....  1 1.6 

11.4 

1946  . . 

17.2 

19.6 

....  10.7 

II-5 

1947  • • 

• • 149 

21.0 

II. 5 

12.0 

1948  . . 

• • 15-4 

18.3 

....  10.9 

10.8 

1949  . . 

..  15-8 

16.7 

....  10. 0 

II. 7 

1950  . . 

..  15.6 

15-8 

10.47 

1 1.6 

1951  . . 

. . 14.2 

15-5 

10.43 

12.5 

1952  . . 

..  13.8 

15-3 

17.05 

11-3 

^953  • • 

• • 137 

15-5 

19.9 

11.4 

1954  • • 

• . 15-58 

15-2 

....  20.02 

II-3 

1955  • • 

16.4 

15.0 

17.89 

II. 7 

1956  . . 

. . 15-2 

15-7 

....  12.0 

II. 7 

1957  • • 

• . 16.3 

16.1 

....  10. 1 

II-5 

1958  . . 

..  17.4 

16.4 

11.8 

II. 7 

1959  • • 

II. I 

16.5 

10.03 

1 1.6 

i960 

• • 15-7 

17.1 

II. 3 

II-5 

1961 

. . 15.86 

17-4 

11.75 

12.0 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  (per  1,000  Live  Births) 

Castle 

England 

Ward 

& Wales 

1944 

41.8 

46 

i945 

• • 509 

46 

1946 

. . 43.0 

43 

1947 



41 

1948 

34 

1949 

. . 13.4 

32 

1950 

..  13.4 

....  29.8 

I95i 



. . 19.2 

....  29.6 

1952 

. . • 55-0 

....  27.6 

1953 

• ••  51-3 

25.5 

1954 

. ..  27.1 

25.5 

1955 



24.9 

1956 



. . . 15.0 

23.8 

1957 

23.0 

1958 



. ..  21.4 

22.5 

1959 

• • 

• ••  17-7 

....  22.0 

i960 

....  21.7 

1961 

21.4 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1961 

Prematurity  (5)  • • • • 30  minutes 

4 hours 
r day 
I day 
3 days 

Atelectasis  (i)  . . . • Newly  Born 

Septicemia 

Ruptured  Membrane  . . i day 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  TESTS 


Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . . 

Throat  Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  . . 
Specimens  of  Sputum  for  Tuberculosis 
Gastric  aspiration  for  Inoculation  (Tuber- 
culosis 

Urine  for  Pus  Calls  and  Culture 
Stool  Specimens  for  Dysentery 
Stool  Specimens  for  other  purposes  . . 

Nasal  Swabs  for  Pertussis 


Total  : 


Positive  Negative 
— 13 

4 II 


23  28 

28  52 

•r'  " 

80 


FOOD  POISONING  RETURN,  1961 

Outbreaks  Due  to  Identified  Agents  : 

Total  Outbreaks  . . Nil  Total  Cases.  . . . . . Nil 

Outbreaks  Due  to  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  Toxin)  . . . . . . . . Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(e)  Other  bacteria  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause  : 


Total  Outbreaks 

. . Nil 

Total  Cases.  . . . . . Nil 

Agents  Identified 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths 

..  Nil 

Food  Involved 

..  Nil 

Salmonellosis  ; 

Total  Outbreaks 

. . Nil 

vSingle  Cases 

<.)ne 

1 )ue  to  Salmonella  Manhattan 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  YEARLY  RETURN,  1961 
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TUBERCULOSIS— AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Periods 

New  cases  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  Rural  District  during  1961 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary  ' 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  i 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

I 

— 

— 

1 

5—15  

— 

— 

— 

i 

15—25  

I 

I 

— 

I ! 

25—35  

I 

— • 





35—45  

I 

I 

— ■ 

“ 

i 45—55  

6 

I 

I 

• 

55—65  

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

~ 

— ■ 

1 

1 

10 

3 J 

-T r- 

13  2 

'T 

^5 

1 

Oi 


c/T 

t—4 

C/5 

O 

nJ 

D 

o 

0^ 

a 

oa 

D 

H 

ClH 

o 

c/5 

U 

c/5 

< 

U 

b 

O 

H 

Z 

U 

S 

u 

H 

-s; 

H 

c/5 


» 7 


c/> 

<D 

C/) 

cd 

bo 

mh  Ch 

°-a 

Non- 

Pul. 

a^ 

l-H 

0 

10 

20 

w ^ 

•§  B 
i £ 

iz; 

Pul- 

monary 

o o 

OiOO 

'■I  0 

0^  O' 

»0  M 

05  ''I 

O'  0 

Number  of  cases 
removed  from 
Register 

Non- 

Pul. 

" I 

I 1 

I I 

1 

“ 1 

Pul- 

monary 

M N 

" I 

CO  1 

Inward 

Transfers 

Non- 

Pul. 

I 1 

I 1 

I I 

" 1 

Pul. 

monary 

I 

M T+- 

M 

CO] 

tfl 

cl 

o 

• ^ 

> cd 

0 o 

Non- 

Pul. 

1 

I 1 

I - 

” I 

I - 

+-> 

o 

iz; 

Pul- 

monary 

'N  M 

0,  I 

" I 

-r  w 
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of  Quarter 
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Pul. 

o a^ 

M M 

O' 

M 

0 

•N 

M rj 

Pul- 

monary 

m 

DO  00 

0 0 

05  00 

(S  0 

05  O' 

»/-)  M 

0 0 

March  31st,  1961 — • 
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Females 

Jure  30th,  1961 — • 
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0 

0^  * • 

M • • 
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CO  'V 

u to  cr 

£ S 

8 

c 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

1961 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lai>ies  ani>  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Keport  lor  the  year  ended 
31  St  December,  1961. 

Details  under  the  various  headings  in  the  report  give  an  indication 
of  the  work  undertaken  in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene. 

The  new  survey  of  houses  throughout  the  district  is  nearing  comp- 
letion. From  the  information  gathered  to  date  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  marked  depreciation  in  the  structural  conditions  of  houses 
previously  placed  in  Category  3.  The  Council’s  policy  of  giving  discretion- 
ary grants  under  Housing  Act  1949,52  etc.,  to  satisfy  modern  standards 
of  comfort  and  convenience  has  played  a major  part  in  saving  houses, 
which  in  time  could  well  have  become  in  such  a condition  as  to  warrant 
demolition  orders  being  considered. 

Due  to  planning  considerations  effecting  the  building  of  a Central 
Slaughterhouse  by  a private  firm,  the  commencement  of  the  work  of 
erection  has  been  delayed. 

The  continued  building  of  private  houses,  and  houses  erected  by  the 
City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  as  overspill,  caused  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  household  refuse  to  be  collected. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  system  of  personal  contact  and  informal 
notices,  has  largely  been  employed  in  connection  with  the  remedying  of 
nuisances  and  housing  repairs,  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  all  concerned. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  milk  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  : — 

Registered  Distributors  : 

Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  Ivy  House,  Kenton  Bank  h'oot. 

Cramlington  & District  Co-operative  Society  Thd.,  Brunswick  Villagt* 
Mr.  H.  J.  Farquhar,  10  Queensway,  Brunton  Park. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Herron,  Woodside,  Darras  Hall. 

Mr.  J.  Hudspeth,  North  Brunton  Farm,  North  Gosforth. 

Newcastle  Co-operative  Society,  Cowgate,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
Messrs.  W.  & J.  Pearson,  2 Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson,  Kenmore,  Dinnington. 

Throckley  and  District  Co  operative  Society  Tdd.,  Hexham  Road, 
Throckley. 

Mrs,  M.  H.  White,  North  Mason  Farm,  Dinningfon 
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Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1958, 
the  Rural  District  was  included  in  Specified  Area  No.  i.  which  means  that 
all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  bear  one  of  the  Special  Designations,  i.e. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ”,  ” Pasteurised  ” or  ” Sterilized.” 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  i960,  the  responsibility  for  licensing  the  use  of  Special  Desig- 
nations was  transferred  from  the  District  Council  to  the  County  Council 
as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Milk  sampling  duties  were  also  trans- 
ferred (to  the  County  Health  Inspector)  and  the  following  samples  were 
taken  by  him  in  the  District  during  the  year  ; — 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . 12 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  8 
Pasteurised  . . . . . . 12 

32 

All  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 


(b)  FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  147  food  premises  in  the  district  as  follows  :■ — 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  . . 3 

Butchers  . . . . . . ii 

Canteens  (Industrial)  . . 6 

Clubs  . . . . . . 7 

Food  Manufacturers  . . . . 2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  (1  mobile)  2 

General  Dealers  (including 

grocers  and  greengrocers) . . 52 

Hospital  and  Institution 

Kitchens  . . . . , . ii 

Public  Houses  and  Off- 

licences  . . . . . . 29 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack 

Bars  . . . . . . 8 

School  Kitchens  . . . . 16 


147 


Of  these,  54  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  1 >rugs 
Act,  1953,  for  ihe  following  purposes  : — 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream  i 

Sale  of  Ice-cream  . . . . . . 42 

Manufacture  of  Sausage  and  Pre- 
served Meats  . . . . . . IT 

.A  number  of  mobile  Ice-Cream  kiosks  and  travelling  shops  operate 
in  the  district  nnd  these  are  also  inspected  under  the  I'ood  Hvgiene 
R«'gulations. 
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(c)  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1959 


There  were  36  ice-cream  samples  taken  for  examination  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  twelve  from  the  District’s  only  manufacturer 
and  the  remainder  from  registered  retailers. 


Results  were  as  follows  : — 
Provisional  Grade 


1 

II 

III 

IV 
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3 

J. 

4 


3^> 


(d)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  — SAMPLING  OF  FOOD 

Sampling  is  carried  out  under  this  heading  by  the  Northumberland 
County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Diugs  Authority.  I am  indebted  to 
Mr.  C.  L.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
for  the  following  information  : — 


“ Particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  Castle  Ward  Rural  Distiici 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1961.” 


Ei -carbonate  of  Soda 
Blackcurrant  Conserve 
Butter 

Cheshire  Cheese 
Coffee 

Complete  Meal 
Corned  Beef 
Creamed  Honey 
Creamed  Rice 
Epsom  Salts 
Ground  Almonds 
Ground  Ginger 
Honey 

Instant  Coffee 
Irish  Soda  Bread  Mix 
Jellimange 
Lemonade  Powder 
Luxury  Toffee 
Malt  Vinegar 


Mango  Chutney 
Mentholated  Balsam 
Milk 

Mixed  Grill  with  Gravy 
Olive  Oil  B.P. 

Orange  Squash 

Pork  Sausages 

Raspberry  Conserve 

Rum  Flavoured  Sauce  Mix 

Sponge  Mix 

Stewed  Steak 

Table  Creams 

Table  Jellv 

Tea 

Tinned  Pork  Sausages 
Tomato  Sticks 

Vanilla  Fudge  (contains  dairy  butter) 
Vienna  Sausages 
White  Pepper 


Number  of  samples  taken  (other  than  Milk)  31) 
Number  of  milk  samples  taken  (Formal)  . , 28 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  (Informal)  4 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  . . . . yt 


Number  genuine  , . (u)  Number  unsatisfactory’ 
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i’articrilars  of  unsatisfactory  samples  : — 

Article  Analysis  Action  taken 


Vanilla  Fudge 
(Contains 
dairv  butter) 


Contained  i% 
butter  total  fat 
content  6.7% 


The  manufacturers  appeared  to 
be  under  a misapprehension  re- 
garding the  word  “ Butter  ” re- 
lating to  the  description  of 
sweets.  They  agreed  to  amend 
the  recipe  so  that  their  products 
contained  at  least  4%  butter 
fat,  in  accordance  with  the  ('ode 
of  Practice. 


Kum  Idavourc'd  No  trace  of  rum 
Sauce  Mix  flavouring  could  be 

found  — it  appears 
to  have  evaporated. 


'I'his  article  had  been  in  stock 
for  a considerable  time.  J<e- 
maining  stock  withdrawn  from 
sale. 


(e)  UNSOUND  FOOD 

One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  concerning  the  presence 
t)l  a fly  in  a sliced  loaf.  After  a thorough  investigation  and  visits  of 
representatives  of  the  firm  concerned  it  was  decided  not  to  institute  legal 
jwoceedings  against  the  firm,  but  to  send  a letter  of  warning. 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  is  indelibly  stained  with  green  dye  to 
prevent  its  being  used  for  human  consumption.  It  is  collected  at  frequent 
intervals  from  the  slaughterhouses  for  processing  by  a firm  of  glue  and 
chemical  manufacturers.  A small  payment  is  made  to  the  Council  for  this 
and  the  sum  of  ^69  os.  od.  was  received  for  the  year.  Other  unsound  food 
is  disposed  of  by  burial  on  the  Council’s  tips. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  as  follows  : — 

1.  Mr.  J.  Anderson,  North  Grange  Farm,  Ponteland. 

2.  Mr.  T.  Bewick,  Diamond  Inn,  Ponteland. 

3.  Cramlington  & District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 

Brunswick  Village. 

4.  Mr.  E.  Lumley,  Bridge  End,  Stamfordham. 

3.  Messrs.  N.  Wilson  & Sons,  West  End,  Stamfordham. 

Throughout  the  district  all  meat  slaughtered  for  human  consump- 
tion is  examined.  This  includes  ante-mortem  inspection,  particularly  of 
those  animals  sent  into  the  slaughterhouse  for  emergency  slaughter. 
Full  details  of  inspections  showing  the  meat  condemned  is  included 
elsewhere  in  the  report. 

One  significant  change  which  has  come  about  in  recent  years  is  the 
dramatic  fall  in  the  number  of  animals  found  affected  with  tuberculosis 
within  the  district,  due  to  the  now  nation  wide  attestation  scheme. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  four  years  ago,  in  1937,  64  bovines 
and  92  pigs  examined  in  the  slaughterhouse  were  found  to  be  affected 
with  the  disease.  During  this  year,  only  one  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
found,  a generalised  condition  in  a cow  carcase  which  required  its  total 
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coiideiiiiiation.  Particulars  ot  all  cases  oi  bovine  tuberculosis  are  notiliecl 
to  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministr}’  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  to  enable  their  veterinary  officers  to  trace  the  source  of  the 
infection. 

The  importance  of  refrigeration  in  the  preservation  of  meat  supplies 
is  not  always  appreciated  until  the  service  is  interrupted  by  mechanical 
failure  or  a temporary  cut  in  the  power  supplies.  This  was  the  case  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  an  electricity  cut  lasting  several  hours  at  Brunswick 
Village,  affected  a large  refrigerator  in  a local  butcher’s  shop.  The  result 
of  this  interruption  meant  the  condemnation  of  some  500  lbs.  of  pork 
due  to  decomposition. 

It  was  reported  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report  that  the  Council  were 
recommended  to  consider  providing  slaughtering  facilities  for  the  district 
following  a joint  meeting  of  the  Abattoir  Sub -Committee  and  repre- 
sentatives of  local  meat  traders.  Since  that  time  a private  firm  has 
expressed  the  desire  to  erect  a slaughterhouse  on  the  Ponteland  Light 
Industrial  Site,  facilities  for  slaughtering  to  be  made  available  to  local 
butchers.  Plans  have  been  deposited  with  this  Council  and  the  Northum- 
berland County  Planning  Authority.  At  the  present  time,  consultations 
are  taking  place  on  the  design  and  construction  materials,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  most  efficient  methods  of  sound  insulation  regarding  the 
proposed  site  in  relation  to  nearby  residential  property. 
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DETAILS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INSPECTED 


1 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

j Sheep 
j and 

Calves  1 Lambs 

1 

Pigs 

Total 

Normal  Kill 

Casualties 

Number  examined 

1327 

58 

1385 

281 

37 

318 

i 334 

1 '^4 

1 358 

1 

6690 

138 

6828 

401 

10 

411 

9033 

267 

9300 

i CARCASES  CONDEMNED 
WHOLLY  OR  IN  PART  : 

A.  All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci — 

i Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

1 

'4 

29 

22 

88 

9 

172 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

316 

118 

I 

126 

59 

620 

1 Percentage  of  number  inspected 
i affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  . . 

22.8% 

46.2% 

6.4% 

3-1% 

i6-5% 

8-5% 

B.  Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

— 

I 

— 



I 

[ Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

•03% 

— 



— 

•Oi% 

! C.  Cysticecosis  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . . 

1 _ . . . . 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  cysti- 
cerci 

•14% 

1 

— • 



.02% 

The  number  of  casualties  are  shown  in  brackets  and  are  included  in  the  totals. 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  ORGANS  CONDEMNED, 
SURRENDERED,  AND  DISPOSED  OF 


For  Tuberculosis 

Bovine 

Carcases  (i  Casualty)  27  stones. 


I'oR  Other  Defined  Diseases 


Bovine 

Heads  and  Tongues 


Hearts 

Kidneys 

Livers  (whole) 


Livers  (part)  . . 
Lungs  . . 


Skirts  . . 
Beef 


Carcases 

(75  including 
27  casualties) 


S Actinomycosis  3,  Cysticcrcus  Bo  vis  2. 

Oedema  3 
i Abscess  i 

17  Nephritis  12,  Retention  Cysts  3, 
Ill-bled  2 

. . 233  Abscesses  47,  Cirrhosis  141,  Telangi 
ectasis  26,  Fatty  degeneration  13, 
Fatty  Infiltration  2,  Peritonitis  2, 
Toxaemia  2 
92  Cirrhosis  92 

59  Pleurisy  20,  Emphysema  16,  Pneu- 
sets  monia  21,  Fluke  infestation  2 
16  Oedema  2,  Pleurisy  12,  Abscesses  2 
. . 262  Abscesses  23,  Oedema  62,  Traumatism 
stones  160,  Arthritis  & Oedema  7,  Bone 
Taint  10 

1,278  Generalised  Oedema  & Emaciation  19, 
stones  Immaturity  9,  Johnes  Disease  3,  Sep- 
tic Pleurisy  i,  Septic  Peritonitis  3, 
Gangrenous  Peritonitis  i,  Moribund 
Carcases  3,  Septic  Pneumonia  i,  Pya- 
emia 5,  Gangrenous  2,  Sarcomatosis  i, 
Enteritis  i,  Icterus  i.  Gangrenous 
Arthiitis  i,  Malformation  i,  Gangre- 
nous Pericarditis  i,  Leukaemia  i, 
Toxaemia  i.  Septicaemia  13,  Pyrexia 
5,  Decomposition  2 


Sheep 

Livers  . . 


Lungs  . . 

Mutton 

('arcases 


. . 1 18  Abscesses  5,  Parasites  67,  Ill-bled  5, 
Cirrhosis  to,  Fatty  degeneration  15, 
Fatty  infiltration  3,  Fluke  infestation 
II,  Pregnancy  Toxaemia  2 
IT  Abscesses  3,  Parasites  3,  Strongilus 
sets  Rufescens  5 

9 Abscesses  7 stones,  Traumatism  2 
stones  stones 

. . 206  Emaciation  and  Oedema  32,  Oedema  7, 
stones  Ill-bled  i.  Severe  Bruising  2,  Arthritis 
2,  Septic  Arthritis  i.  Immaturity  4, 
Moribund  Carcase  5,  Septic  Pneumonia 
8,  Gangrenous  Pneumonia  3,  IVaemia 
2,  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis  2,  Enteritis 
2,  Icterus  T 
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Pigs 


Plucks 

• • 51 

Abscesses  4,  Pleurisy  4,  Parasites  6, 
Pneumonia  30,  Ill-bled  5,  Pericarditis  2 

Livers 

22 

4 

Parasites  3,  Cirrh’osis  4,  Ascaris  Lum- 
bricoides  15 

Kidneys 

6 

Nephritis  6 

Pork 

■ • 5^ 

stones 

Abscesses  12  stones,  'Traumatism  1 
stone.  Bruising  and  Oedema  3 .stones. 
Decomposition  36  stones 

t arcases 

(12  including 

8 casualties) 

. . 148 
stones 

Ill-bled  I,  Arthritis  i.  Emaciation  and 
Oedema  2,  Pyelonephritis  i.  Moribund 
Carcase  3,  Pyaemia  i.  Septicaemia  2. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  14  tons.  5 cwts. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FOOD  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND 
INSPECTED  IN  PAST  EIGHT  YEARS 


1954 

1955 

i95i> 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1991 

Cattle  (exc.cowj 

;)  063 

857 

1,260 

1.493 

1.438 

1,005 

1,129 

1.385 

C ow^s  . . 

145 

141 

200 

315 

348 

358 

317 

318 

Calves  . . 

108 

.33 

278 

384 

311 

251 

259 

358 

Sheep  & Lambs 

2,239 

2,517 

3,930 

+.522 

4.737 

5.792 

5.809 

9,828 

Pigs 

470 

886 

1.235 

2,815 

1,859 

1.354 

1.059 

41 1 

'Total  . . 

3.^>25 

4,434 

b,5o9 

9,499 

8,993 

8,750 

8.597 

9.300 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Each  of  the  thirteen  parishes  in  the  district  has  a regular  refuse 
collection  seivice.  A weekly  collection  is  made  in  the  more  urban  parts  of 
the  district,  the  remainder  being  serviced  fortnightly,  with  the  exception 
of  certain  hospitals  which  receiv  e a twice  W'eekly  service. 

Housing  development  has  continued  at  Darras  Hall,  Heddon-on  the- 
Wall  and  Newbiggin  Hall  Estate  and  l ooi  saw^  the  introduction  of  a 42 
hour  week  for  cleansing  personnel.  However,  by  augmenting  the  labour 
force  and  re-arranging  duties  an  adequate  service  has  been  maintained. 


SEPTIC  TANK  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

A free  service  is  given  to  domestic  premises  wdiich  have  not  access 
to  the  Council’s  sewers.  A 1,000  gallon  specialised  vehicle  is  used  for  this 
purpose  and  septic  tanks  are  de-sludged  every  d months  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  of  Health  recommendations.  There  were  S60  de  sludgings 
carried  out  during  the  year,  including  some  serving  business  premises,  for 
which  a ('hargc'  is  made. 


VEHICLES 


The  following  vehicles  are  employed  on  the  service  : — 


Thorney  croft 

1948 

12  cu. 

Karrier  Bantam 

1949 

7 

Karrier  Bantam 

I95t> 

7 

Karrier  Bantam 

1953 

7 

Shelvoke  & Drewry 

1955 

18  cu. 

Karrier  Bantam 

1959 

7 

Karrier  Gamecock 

i960 

18 

Thames  Trader 

i960 

1,000 

yd.  Side  Loader.  Petrol  engine 

i } > i } i 

f f i * it 

* » > i it 

yd.  Rear  loader.  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipper,  Diesel  Engine. 

,,  Side  loader,  Diesel  engine. 

,,  Rear  loader,  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipper,  Diesel  engine, 
gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  Diesel 
engine. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Disposal  points  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Brickyard  Quarry,  Ponteland. 

2.  Belsay  Quarry. 

3.  Stobhill,  Cheeseburn  Grange. 

j|.  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

5.  Disused  Sewage  Works,  Woolsington. 

6.  Mill  Hill,  Dinnington. 

7.  North  White  House  Quarry,  Stannington. 

Following  the  cessation  of  fipping  at  the  Shotton  Edge  Quarry, 
another  suitable  disposal  site  had  to  be  sought  in  the  Stannington  area 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  lease  a disused  quarry  at  North  White 
House  Farm.  This  entailed  the  preparation  of  a new'  access  road  and 
tipping  is  now  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

The  quarry  at  Morley  Hill,  Hazlerigg,  was  filled  by  the  end  of  i960 
and  a bull-dozer  was  hired  early  in  1961  to  level  and  grade  the  surface. 
This  has  produced  for  the  farmer  a level  stretch  of  useable  land  where 
previously  existed  a pit  which  was  both  unsightly  and  dangerous.  This 
proved  a very  useful  and  inexpensive  disposal  point,  situated  as  it  w'as 
near  Hazlerigg  and  North  Gosforth,  and  the  owners  of  the  land,  the 
National  Coal  Board,  made  no  charge  for  its  use. 

It  must  now  be  faced  that  disposal  costs,  which  hitherto  have  been 
comparatively  low,  are  bound  to  rise  in  the  future.  This  is  due  to  tw'o 
main  causes.  First,  the  renting  of  suitable  sites,  even  if  they  can  be  found, 
is  becoming  more  expensive  and  second,  and  more  significant,  with 
housing  development  approaching  existing  tips,  the  need  for  rigorously 
controlled  tipping  becomes  paramount.  This  entails  the  use  of  mechanical 
equipment  which  is  expensive  to  hire.  This  department  has  no  such 
equipment  of  its  own  and  similar  equipment  owned  by  the  Council  is 
not  available  for  tips  during  the  summer  months. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  tipping  is  still  the  cheapest  means  of 
refuse  disposal  and  properly  controlled,  creates  no  nuisance.  Moreover, 
this  method,  as  has  been  shown  in  the  past,  has  the  advantage  of  bringing 
into  use  land  which  would  otherwise  be  derelict.  The  classic  example  of 
this,  as  far  as  this  Authority  is  concerned,  is  the  brickyard  tip,  where  8 
acres  have  been  reclaimed  as  farming  land,  where  there  previously  existed 
only  marsh  land  and  ponds.  However,  this  Council,  in  common  with 
authorities  throughout  the  country,  is  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to 
obtain  suitable  sites  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  main  centres  of 
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population.  It  must  be  accepted,  theiefore,  that,  m the  absence  of  other 
means  of  disposal,  all  of  which  involve  the  use  of  very  costly  plant  this 
will  mean  much  longer  hauls  for  refuse  vehicles  and  a corresponding 
increase  in  disposal  costs.  ^ 


CLEANSING  COSTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1962. 


Estimated  weight  of  refuse  removed 
Approximate  average  weight  per  house  per  annum . . 
Average  volume  per  house  per  annum 
Average  weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365 
days)  . . 

Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  (Refuse  and 
Salvage)  and  operation  of  septic  tank  emptying 
service . . 

Less  income  from  salvage,  trade  refuse,  etc. . . 


12,968  tons 
33.46  cwts. 
5.83  cu.  yds. 

28.1  cwts. 


£253^9  o o 
^^2,744  o o 


Nett  Cleansing  Cost  . . 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal,  cost  per  house  per  annum 
Refuse  collection  and  disposal,  cost  per  head  of  population 
Cost  on  rates  in  the  £ 


£22,575  o o 
£2  i»  3 

17  10 
I 4i 


SALVAGE 


There  has  again  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
waste  paper  and  other  salvageable  material  collected  and  disposed  of  by 
the  Council,  resulting  in  an  increase  of  more  than  40%  in  the  income  from 
this  source. 

In  1961  an  extension  was  completed  to  the  Council  Depot  for  use  as 
a salvage  depot  which  provided  much  better  working  conditions  for  the 
men  employed. 

Equipment  included  an  electrically  operated  baling  press  and 
elevator  for  the  easier  handling  of  baled  paper  and  this  has  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  salvage  sold  without  anv 
increase  in  labour  costs. 

Details  of  Salvage  Disposed  of  : 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs.  £ s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  . . 258  800  2,zy5  5 6 

Rags  and  Scrap  Metal  15  9 3 14  190  78 


273  17  3 14  .^^,465  13  2 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  income  from  salvage  etc.,  represents  approx- 
imately a 2d.  rate,  a very  creditable  achievement. 


WATER 

The  entire  district,  with  the  exception  of  three  small  privately  owned 
supplies,  is  now  served  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Compan>' 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  three  privately  owned  water  supplies  still  in  use  serve  parts  of 
the  Parishes  of  Belsay  Ward  2,  Capheaton  and  Matfen  Ward  i.  The 
sources  of  supply  in  two  instances  are  land  springs  and  in  the  third  a 
bore -hole. 
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WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  FOR 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


Premises 

Type  of 
Supply 

Sample 
taken  from 

Probable  No.  of 
Coliform  Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Garden  House,  Matfen 

Shallow  Well 

Well 

.5<' 

Burnside,  Belsay 

l>and  Spring 

Collecting 

Chamber 

8 

ft  ti  • • 

it  tt 

Tap  in  House 

Nil 

ft  j > • • 

1 1 it 

1 1 it 

90 

1 1 r t • • 

it  tf 

Collecting 

Chamber 

180 

Capheaton 

1 1 t > 

Stand  Pipe 

180 

Dissington  Red  House 

Ncle  & G’hd 

Tap  in 

Main 

Scullerv 

Nil 

West  House,  Milbourne 

ft  1 1 

> > i9 

Nil 

Black  Heddon  Farm . . 

ft  > t 

1 1 1 1 

Nil 

East  Farm,  Ryal 

1 1 it 

1 1 1 1 

Nil 

Temperance  Hotel,  Matfen 

t f t t 

tt  1 1 

Nil 

Sidney  Tee.,  Stamfordham 

t t f 

1 1 tt 

Nil 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  G.  Barrett,  M.Sc.,  M.I.C.E., 

General  Manager  and  Engineer,  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Com- 
pany, for  the  following  information. 

“ The  number  of  samples  of  filtered  water  examined  at  the  Company’s 
Throckley  Laboratories  during  the  year  totalled  1,239  of  which  98% 
were  classified  “ excellent  ” 1,8%  “ satisfactory  ” and  0.2%  " suspicious  ” 
or  " unsatisfactory.” 

Samples  taken  from  various  points  within  the  Castle  Ward  Area 
were  also  subjected  to  bacteriological  analysis  with  the  following  results 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of  Samples 

Classification 

Moot  Law  Reservoir 

12 

All  excellent 

Harlow  Hill  Reservoir 

18 

do. 

Whalton  Reservoir 

9 

6 Excellent 

1 Satisfactory 

2 Unsatisfactory 

Fenham 

9 

8 Excellent 

T Satisfactory 

Heddon  Tank 

4 

All  Excellent 

Independent  bacteriological  analyses  were  also  undertaken  by  some 
of  the  authorities  receiving  water  supplies  from  the  Company  and  out  of 
a total  number  of  392  samples  thus  examined  34c  were  classified  ” excel- 
lent ” 31  “satisfactory”  4 “suspicious”  and  8 “unsatisfactory.” 
In  all  cases  where  there  had  been  “ suspicious  ” or  “ unsatisfactory  ” 
classifications,  check  samples  proved  “ excellent.” 

Messrs.  J.  & H.  S.  Pattinson,  the  Consulting  Analysts  carried  out 
bi-monthly  chemical  analyses  of  the  towns  water  and  the  results  were, 
in  all  cases,  completely  satisfactory'. 
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rict 


The  following  new  water  pipes  were  laid  in  Castle  Ward  Rural  Dist- 
during  the  year  : — 

951  lin.  yards  of  4”  dia.  pipes. 

84  lin.  yards  of  3”  dia.  pipes. 

863  lin.  yards  of  3”  dia.  pipes. 

1,079  lin.  yards  of  4”  dia.  pipes. 

42  lin.  yards  of  6”  dia.  pipes. 

30  lin.  yards  of  4”  dia.  pipes. 


Heddon  IWrish 
VVoolsington  IWrish 
Ponteland 


North  Gosforth 


I remises  in  the  C astle  Ward  (.Vdded  Limits)  which  have  obtained 
I onnections  from  the  Company  from  the  rst  January,  lobr  to  ^rst 
December,  ipbi,  inclusive  ; — ' ' 


OPEN  SUPPLY 

Address  Nature  of  Supply  No.  Branches 


Bridge  End,  Stamfordham 

House 

a 

Bolam  Low  House  Farm,  Belsay  Field  O.S. 

60/62 

Trough 

I 

Bolam  Low  House  Farm,  Belsay  Field  O.S. 63 

Trough 

1 

W'est  House  Farm,  Shilvington,  Field  O.S.  56 

Trough 

I 

Matfen  Est.  Burnside  Cottage,  Matfen 

House 

I 

Glebe  Field,  Military  Road,  Heddon -on -the 

Wall  

Trough 

i 

Ingoe  Methodist  Chapel,  Ingoe,  Matfen 

Chapel 

I 

Capheaton.  Field  O.S.  1 12/143 

Trough 

1 

Smithy  Cottage,  Dissington 

House 

j 

Dalton  Farm,  Dalton.  Field  O.S.  54  . . 

Trough 

1 

W'est  House  Farm,  Shilvington  Field  O.S. 27/55 

Trough 

I 

Redhouse  Farm,  Dissington,  Field  O.S.  68/38 

Trough 

1 

Glebe  Cottage,  Milbourne 

House 

I 

METER  SUPPLY 

Coldcoates  Mink  Farm,  Kirkley 

Farm 

I 

Ogle  Well  House,  Belsay 

Farm 

r 

North  Trewick  Farm,  Belsay  . . 

Farm 

1 

North  Ouston  Farm,  Stamfordham  . . 

Farm 

1 

South  Ouston  Farm,  Stamfordham  . . 

Farm 

1 

Richmond  Hill  Farm,  Stamfordham  . . 

Farm 

I 

Low  House  Farm,  Milbourne  . . 

Farm 

1 

North  Shotton  Farm,  Stannington 

Farm 

Dissington  Hall,  Dalton 

Farm 

Bradford  House,  Belsay 

Troughs 

1 

South  Carter  Moor,  Kirkley  Mill  Bridge 

Farm 

1 

West  House  Farm,  Ogle 

I'arm 

1 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

This  Act  places  on  Local  Authorities  the  duty  of  keeping  its  district 
free  from  rats  and  mice  and  a full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed. 
Private  dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge  ; business  premises 
are  also  treated  on  request  and  charge  based  on  time  and  materials  is 
made.  The  sum  of  os.  5d.  was  recovered  for  this  work  during  the  year. 

The  Council  are  members  of  the  Mid -Northumberland  and  Soutb- 
Northumberland  Workable  Area  (Rodent  Control)  Group  Committees. 
These  meetings  are  held  twice  a year  and  are  attended  by  officials  from 
the  Public  Health  Department.  Apart  from  discussing  matters  applic- 
able to  the  districts  represented  on  the  Committees,  useful  and  instructive 
talks  are,  from  time  to  time,  given  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry.  Once 
a year,  a general  meeting  of  all  the  Workable  Area  Committees  is  held 
in  the  Ministry  offices  at  Kenton  Bar. 
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1 

i 

Type  of 

Property 

N on  - Agricultural 

1 

Refuse 
Tips  & 
Sewage 
Works 

Dwell- 

ing 

houses 

All 

others 

(inch 

business 

prem- 

ises) 

Agri- 

ultural 

t 

i 

Total 

! No.  of  Properties  in  District  . 

39 

7751 

269 

00 

^541 

No.  of  Properties  inspected  . . 

37 

220 

106 

193 

556 

Total  Inspections  including 
Re -inspections 

129 

292 

127 

232 

780 

No.  of  Properties  found  to  be 
Infested  and  Treated  by 
Local  Authority  : 

(a)  Rats 

13 

128 

5 

8 

164 

32 

1 (b)  Mice 

I 

25 

5 

I 

j Total  treatments  carried  out 

1 including  Re -treatments  . . 

18 

167 

13 

10 

0 

00 

1 

No.  of  Block  Control  Schemes 
carried  out 

— ■ 

I 



- 

i 

HOUSING 


New  Houses  Completed  during 
the  year. 

With 

State 

Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

14 

Nil. 

14 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority . . 

128 

Nil 

128 

(c)  By  private  persons 

Nil. 

267 

267 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  — 7, 751. 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  position  of  substandard  houses  in  the  Village  of  Stamford  ham 
which  had  been  under  consideration  by  the  owners  for  some  considerable 
time,  was,  during  the  year  under  review,  resolved.  Fourteen  Demolition 
Orders  under  Section  17  Housing  Act,  1957,  '"'ere  made.  Except  for  a 
small  number  of  wood  bungalows,  this  completes  the  Council’s  programme 
of  action  on  all  houses,  in  Cat.  4 & 5,  resulting  from  the  first  survey  of  all 
houses  in  the  district. 

Twelve  houses  were  demolished  and  the  site  properly  cleared  during 
the  year. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


HOUSING  ACT  1949,  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENT  ACT  1954. 
RENT  ACT  1957.  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1951. 
(SECTIONS  30—33),  HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1959. 

During  the  year  under  review,  19  discretionary  grants  towards  the 
installation  of  bathrooms,  hot  water  systems,  W.C's.,  increased  natural 
lighting,  drainage  systems  with  septic  tanks  and  other  modern 
conveniences  and  comforts,  have  been  granted.  The  total  number  of 
houses  improved  since  the  commencement  of  the  grant  scheme  now 
numbers  365. 

The  success  of  the  Council’s  policy  in  operating  the  discretionary 
grant  scheme  is  reflected  in  this  result. 

When  dealing  with  substandard  property,  privy  conversions  etc., 
the  owner  is  made  aware  of  the  financial  assistance  to  be  gained  by  way 
of  grants. 

The  average  cost  per  house  of  carrying  out  impiovemcnt  works,  as 
distinct  from  repairs,  amounted  to  : — 

I s.  d. 


Discretionary  Grants . . 

1,044  19  0 

Standard  Grants 

17G  14  2 

Discretionary 

Standard 

Grants 

Grants 

(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  Local 

Authority  during  year 

r9 

8 

(b) 

Applications  rejected 

— 

— 

(c) 

Applications  withdrawn  . . 

7 

— 

(d) 

Applications  approved 

19 

8 

(c) 

Total  number  of  applications  ap- 

proved in  the  area  since  in- 
ception of  scheme 

365 

II 

HOUSING  CONSOLIDATION  REGULATIONS  1925/32 
REGULATION  31 

1.  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . 14 

2.  No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  by  informal  action  107 

3.  No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a view  to  : — 

(a)  serving  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  work  . . . . — 

(b)  making  demolition  or  closing  orders  . . . . . . 14 

4.  No.  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  . . 4 

5.  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  . . 4 

6.  No.  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  . . . . . . T-| 

7.  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  accepted 

under  Section  t6  of  Housing  .\ct,  1957  . . . . . . — 

8.  No.  of  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  rural  disfricts  as  a whole  do  not  suffer 
to  the  same  degree  from  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  as  cities,  urban  and 
industrial  areas,  but  ncver-the-less,  there  does  exist  a certain  degree  of 
pollution  which  could,  by  introducing  smoke  control  areas,  be  avoided. 
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In  this  connection,  the  Council  have  agreed  to  a preliminary  survey 
o a selected  part  of  the  district  to  be  carried  out. 

The  closing  down  of  the  Dinnington  Pit  at  Brunswick  Village  with 
the  consequent  disuse  of  the  adjoining  “ pit  heap  ” has  resnltprl  in 
improvement  to  the  atmosphere  in  the  Village.  According  to  the^results 

the  village,  there  still  remains  a certain  degree  of 
pollution  which  could  be  due  to  the  smoke  from  domestic  chimnevs  in 
the  Village,  and  the  smoke  drift  from  adjoining  districts  It  is  pleasing  to 
observe  that  the  City  and  County  of  NeicastlS  upon  T^e,  Lve  a num 
)e  ol  smoke  control  areas  already  in  operation  and  also  Xewburn  II  I)  C 
lave^  commenced  along  the  same  lines.  Both  these  local  authorities  ad” 
join  the  boundary  of  this  district,  and  the  improvement  to  the  atmosphere 
wiU  not  only  be  reflected  in  their  districts,  but  in  this  district  too.^ 

A two  day  Mobile  Clean  Air  Exhibition  was  held  on  the  Council  Car 
rark  in  September. 

, are  members  of  the  Northumberland  and  Durham  Local 

•Uithonties  Clean  Air  Committee,  the  North  Eastern  Regional  Advisorv 
Committee  and  the  Sub  and  Technical  Committees,  which  provide  useful 
machinery  for  the  discussion  and  formation  of  policv  towards  the  eeneral 
improvement  of  atmospheric  pollution.  ' 


BUILDING  BYELAWS  — PART  IVa  — SMOKE  PREVENTION 

I he  above  byelaw,  adopted  by  this  Council  in  1957,  makes  it  oblig- 
atory to  install  in  a new  building  heating  and  cooking  appliances  which 
arc  suitably  designed  for  burning  one  of  the  following  fuels  : 

(a)  Gas. 

(b)  Electricity. 

(c)  Coke  or  Anthracite. 

Exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  furnaces  to  which  Section  3 of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  applies. 

The  Coal  Utilisation  Council  Regional  Office,  at  ih  Saville  Row 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  where  all  modern  approved  solid  fuel  burning  ap’ 
phances  arc  exhibited  for  inspection  by  the  public,  continues  to  provide 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  free  advice  on  the  selection,  installation  and 
operation  of  such  appliances. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

Over  TOO  visits  were  made  to  dwelling  houses  in  connection  with  two 
sources,  where  it  was  alleged  that  noise  was  emanating  to  such  a degree  as 
to  cause  a nuisance.  One  complaint  was  directed  against  a Boardin^g  Dog 
Kennel,  the  owner  had  provided  sound  proofing  material  to  the  main 
kennels,  and  was  willing  to  carry  out  further  works  to  overcome  the 
complaint,  this,  however,  did  not  prove  necessarv'  when  he  terminated 
the  business  altogether. 

The  second  complaint  was  from  a corn  grinding  machine.  The 
owner  removed  the  machine  to  a new  jiosition  and  carried  out  Avorks  ol 
sound  proofing. 


FACTORIES  ACT 


There  are  75  lactorie.s  in  the  district.  The  ioliowing  tables  show  the 
number  of  inspections  and  defects  found  during  the  period  under  review 

INSPECTIONS 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupien 

Prosecutec' 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties . . 

^3 

47 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Au- 
thority 

62 

71 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total 

75 

118 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  w'hich 
pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

10 

— • 

— 

— 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

has  been  provided  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Mr.  G.  E.  Dimmack,  M.I.Mun.E. 

I.  Ponteland,  Darras  Hall,  Woolsington  Main  Drainage  Scheme 

Work  in  Contract  No.  2 of  this  main  drainage  scheme  was  completed 
in  July,  and  resulted  in  the  extension  of  the  Council’s  Sewerage  System 
as  follows  : ^ 

(a)  The  extension  of  sewers  from  Kenton  Bank  Eoot  to  serve  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation’s  Newbiggin 
Hall  Estate  development. 

(b)  A short  length  of  6”  sewer  from  the  Trunk  Road  A. 696  to  serve 
dwellings  at  Callerton  Station. 

(c)  The  provision  of  a sewerage  system  at  Prestwick,  with  a gravity 
sewer  discharging  to  the  site  of  the  old  Ridge  Estate  treatment 
works. 

(d)  The  replacement  of  the  Ridge  Estate  treatment  works,  with 
an  automatic  pumping  station,  with  a 4”  cast  iron  rising  main 
and  gravity  sewers  connecting  to  the  main  pumping  station 
at  Ponteland. 

The  cost  of  the  scheme  was  estimated  at  ;^45,ooo. 

II.  Harlow  Hill 

A scheme  to  provide  treatment  works  and  a sewerage  system  to 
serve  9 dwellings  in  this  hamlet  was  commenced  in  June,  and  substanti 
ally  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  work  involved  the  laying  of 
some  500  yards  of  (3”  and  4”  glazed  earthenware  pipes,  10  manholes  and 
a septic  tank,  biological  filter,  and  humus  tank  treatment  works. 


HI.  At  the  31st  December,  1961  the  Council  controlled  17  Sewage 
Treatment  Works,  as  follows  ; — 


I. 

Belsay 

9. 

Milbourne  (2  works) 

2. 

Berwick  Hill 

10. 

Ogle 

3- 

Capheaton 

II. 

Ponteland  (Collingwood 

4- 

Dalton 

12. 

Stamfordham  Cottages) 

5- 

Fenwick 

13- 

Stannington  Village 

6. 

Heddon-on-the-Wall 

14- 

Stannington  Station  Road 

7- 

Kirkheaton 

15- 

Wallridge 

8. 

Matfen 

(Standing  Stone) 

16. 

Whalton 

together  with  4 Pumping  Stations  which 

sewage  is  passed  to  either  the 

Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint  Sewerage 
Newcastle  Corporation. 

Board  or  the  Ouseburn  Sewer  of  the 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  mileage  of  various 
foul  and  surface  water  sewers  and  pumping  mains  that  are  maintained 
by  the  District  Council  : — 
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Location 

Separate  Systems 

Com-  Pumping 

bined  Mains 

No.  of  i 
Manholes  I 

1 

1 

Foul 

Surface 

Water 

Length  of  Sewers  in  Lin.  Yards  Lin.  Yd. 

Belsay 

733 

1 1 

Berwick  Hill 

467 

7 

Brunton  Park 

666 1 

6921 

232 

1 Burn  Close  . . 

3220 

39 

1 Capheaton 

392 

6 1 

Dalton 

157 

3 I 

1 

Darras  Hall 

21298 

19419 

375  i 

1 Dinnington  . . 

9083 

4936 

3387 

67 

1 

j Fenwick 

340 

5 i 

Frenchman’s  Row  . . 

600 

5 ! 

1 

j Hazlerigg 

279 

500 

3015 

55 

1 

Heddon-on-the-Wall 

677 

5415  150 

91 

Kenton  Bank  Foot.  . 

2600 

32 

! Kirkheaton  . . 

1 

400 

16 

1 Milbourne  . . 

25 

I 

j Ogle  . . 

953 

“ i 

1 

! PONTELAND  . . 

6630 

5174 

4859  2803 

33<^ 

1 

j Stamfordham 

372 

3855  30 

63 

Standing  Stone 

175 

5 

1 Stannington  . . 

1 

5723  727 

57 

Whalton 

103 

103 

883 

12 

WOOLSINGTON 

386 

535 

11787 

168 

Totals  . . 

44980 

38637 

45059  7097 

1597 

Equivalent  Mileage 
of  each  type 

25-50 

21.32 

25.60  4.03 

Total  Mileage  of  All  Types  — 70.35- 


IV. 
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Disposal  of  Sewage  to  Neighbouring  Authorities 

(a)  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council 

864  Houses  at  Brunton  Park  and  Melton  Park  discharge 
a sewer  belonging  to  the  Gosforth  U.D.C.  Of  this  totafa 
nections  were  made  during  the  year. 


sewage  to 
new  con- 


(b)  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Joint  Sewerage  Board 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  draining  to  the  Jfast  and  West 

Pi^^i^^ton  and  from  Hazlcrigg  and  Brunswick 
a^^e,  to  the  Longbenton  U.D.C.  sewer  at  Seaton  Burn  School 
was  1,206  at  the  21st  December,  1961. 

year  represents  an  increase  of  4 new  connections  during  the 


(c)  Newburn  Urban  District  Council 

No  new  connections  were  made  to  the  sewers  draining  to  this  .Author 
ity  during  the  year  ending  3Tst  December,  1961. 

(d)  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

(i)  Brunton  Park 

389  Houses  discharge  by  gravity  to  the  Ouseburn  Sewer. 

(ii)  Ponteland,  Darras  Hall,  Woolsington  Main  Drainage 

Sewage  dischages  by  gravity  and  pumping  to  the  head  of  the 
Corporation  s Ouseburn  sewer,  the  present  maximum  rati*  of 
flow  being  approximately  200  cubic  feet  per  minute. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED 


PRIVY  CONVERSIONS 


There  have  been  30  conversions  of  privies  to  the  water  carriage  sys- 
tem at  the  following  places  : — 

49  Military  Road,  Heddon. 

Low  House,  Milbourne. 

West  Coldcoates  Farm. 

High  House  Farm  Cottages,  Milbourne. 

High  House  Farm  House,  Milbourne. 

South  Cottage,  Brenkley. 

6/11  Collingwood  Cottages,  l^onteland. 

Crag  Cottage,  Ingoe. 

West  House  Farm  Cottage,  Ponteland. 

Turpins  Hill  Farm  House,  Heddon. 

Four  Cottages,  Milkhope,  Blagdon. 

Smithy  Cottage,  Blagdon. 

Close  House,  ITestwick. 

South  I.odge  House,  Stamfordham. 

Caretaker’s  House,  Village  Club,  AV'halton. 

Nesbitt  Hill  Head  Farm  House,  Stamfordham 
West  Fenwick  Farm  Cottage,  Matfcn. 

North  Low  House,  Whalton. 

Fast  Villa,  Stannington. 

South  View,  Stannington. 

Two  Cottages,  Heddon  Hall. 

Quarry  Cottage,  Dinnington. 

Eland  Hall  Farm  Cottage,  Ponteland. 

Beechwood,  Medburn. 


These  were  carried  out  as  part  of  the  improvement  of  the  respective’ 
dwellings  undei  the  Housing  Acts,  1949/59,  live  being  Standard  Grants 
and  the  remainder  Discretionarv  Grants. 


defects  or  No.  of  Defects 
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CONCLUSION 

To  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Works  Committee  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  Councillor  J.  Wilson  and  Doctor  Hopper,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  I express  my  thanks  for  their  support  rendered  to  me  throughout 
the  year,  and  to  all  Chief  and  other  Officials  for  their  co-operation. 

I also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  most  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  the  duties  of  the  department  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  James 
Taylor,  Mr.  Ralph  Hardy  and  Mr.  William  Jobson.  Mrs.  Joan  Hcthering- 
toii,  Clerk/Typist,  who  had  worked  in  the  department  for  nearly  ten 
years,  married  and  left  in  June.  Mrs.  Audrey  Watson,  who  had  previously 
been  attached  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  kindly  returned  and 
assisted  for  some  months.  Miss  INIargaret  Ayers  and  Miss  Gillian  Douglas 
were  subsequently  appointed. 

ERIC  WM.  STRACHAN, 

t'hief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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